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An year of Learning out of the Classroom

There must be hardly any school which dares to send their 10th grade students for a tour

just a few months before their Board Examination. AGVS and its students dared to do it.

The students of 10th grade along with 6 facilitators went for a 10 day field visit to explore

and learn about the world outside them and through it, the world inside them. Right from

booking the tickets for everyone, planning the entire tour, budgeting, convincing the

parents and finally reaching back safely, everything was done by the students. They learnt

so much that AGVS wishes to send the younger kids too for such long excursions right from

7th grade since traveling has an immense power to teach. The students could learn

different aspects of science, geography, economics, languages, uneven topography, types

of settlement and forests etc. during the tour. But for us, more important was that they

learnt about themselves, they learnt adjustment, gratitude, decision making, learning how

to choose out of the available options, valuing friendship, saving money, regionality and

culture, communication skills, planning and how to face challenges upfront and not escape

from them.

Our First Batch

For any school, its first batch is always extra special. The 8 students who will be passing out

from the school are appearing for the board exams. And as it usually happens, the

preparation for the exams started much later. However, what’s interesting is this: after

realizing that it is quite late to begin, the entire responsibility was jointly taken by the

students and their facilitators. They together decided to sit individually with each student

for 2 hours continuously to cover up, revise and solve doubts for every student individually,

as that was the need of the hour. This happened for almost a month. Each pair of

student-facilitators started their day at 8am after a delicious breakfast made by our cook

Suraj Dada and ended their sessions at 7pm in the evening.  They showed improvement in

the preliminary examinations after such intense sessions. Their farewell will be soon

announced. Even if they pass out of the school, they will always be Ours.
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Great Bhet

A line can change a life! This is what most of us believe in. There is immense power in a

single line said by a stranger who has led his/her life in a profound way. Such people whose

lives are inspirational and who have proven as experts in their domains are invited by the
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school on campus. These champions prove to be highly significant in triggering and kindling

flame in the students. This year the Tahsildar of Saoner, Shri Pratap Waghmare, a farmer

Shri Prasad Deshpande and a prolific speaker on Shivaji Maharaj, Shri Aditya Lohe were

invited for Great Bhet. The students asked many questions and all the 3 speakers kindled a

spark of enthusiasm and integrity in the students.

We must learn to take our responsibility Sir! - Vrushabh
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When Vrushabh from 9th grade said this, it was a moment of pride for us. The entire 9th

grade after a pause of almost 1.5 years, this class of 12 students decided to take the charge

of themselves. They formed a student court, this is what they call it. They meet regularly

since then to discuss various important issues and solve them jointly. They have all

transformed a lot overtime. They take decisions, make mistakes, learn from them and they

move ahead. Their collective energy was deeply felt by everyone in the school when they

organized Shivaji Jayanti. They planned the entire event. They performed too. They used

waste cooler tanks as drums and when they performed, it sounded amazingly magical;

almost like how a professional dhol-tasha pathak would sound.

Mallakhamb

When one sees the small boys dressed in just a langot on the mallakhamb, the rise in

confidence levels on the faces of the boys is equally visible. While they wait for their turn,

they have doubts whether they will be able to make it, but when they climb on it because of

the encouragement of their teacher, Prabal Dada and get back after all the moves on it,

their face has a different glow altogether. The boys also could put up a great show in a few

villages during Shivaji Jayanti. For the villagers in Kharduka, this Indian Traditional Sport was

completely new. The entire village gathered to see the boys and was amazed to see the

confidence each one had while performing.
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Even during a procession in Saoner, the nearest Taluka place, the boys performed in the

most exemplary way on a moving tractor trolley. There were more than 1000 people in

Saoner on the roads just to see the boys performing on Mallakhamb.

Music & Dance

Usually what we see is this: Music and dance classes for the students. But AGVS feels that

why shouldn’t it be for teachers too. And this year when the teachers could come but the

students couldn’t, the teachers of AGVS enjoyed learning music and dance both from

Shailesh Dada and Damini Tai, respectively. Shailesh Dada taught a few songs and a few

ragas, while Damini Tai introduced the interested teachers a few dance forms but what was

more important was that she showed dance, as a medium to find Self and also as a way of

healing. The teachers agreed that both dance and music have the power to heal and

change perspectives of looking at life as a whole entity and not in parts.
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Parents Teacher Meetings in Villages

It is not easy for a parent who is a farmer, a farm laborer or a carpenter living in a village to

miss a day at work to attend a 2 hour PTM in school. Hence, the dedicated team of

facilitators went to each of the 19 villages from which the students are picked and dropped.

The timings during every visit was usually 6 pm to 9 pm. The time at which every teacher

used to reach her/his home was 9.30 or 10 pm. It is amazing to see how selfless they are

but it is not at all easy. But still AGVS considers these meetings as extremely important

because the parents and their beliefs, opinions, ideas and expectations must be known to

the teachers. This helps them to make decisions for the children. The parents also become
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aware of what the school has been planning and doing over the years. This space is not a

space of complaints, but rather a space for exchange of ideas, challenges and needs.

Reflection & Facilitation

The process of reflection is a science as well as art. We could all realize this after a

discussion and brainstorming session of almost 6 hours. We drew a figure of a mirror and

analyzed the process scientifically too. So it was amazing to realize how someone has

named the ray as an incident ray as one reflects on his/her past decisions or actions based

on the incidents in his/her life. Also we realized one extremely significant thing that, for

reflection to happen properly, the surface should be pure like a glass; so in our process of

reflection of what we do as faciitarors, before starting to reflect on anything we should

check whether our surface that is our mind, brain, heart is free of beliefs, prejudices,

opinions and judgements, only then the reflective exercise can happen in the most

profound way.

Moving away from teaching and going towards facilitating is not an easy shift. But still we

have chosen to SHIFT for the benefit of the most important people in the school: the

children. Initially the students were not on the same page with us. Realizing that it would be

difficult for them too to accept this unconventional way of learning, we decided to give

children some time to check, discuss and decide. The students came up with such

wonderful realizations and that day was the beginning of learning through facilitation. We

are still in the process. We admit that at times, we do get back to our comfort zone of

teaching as that’s an easy option to cling to. But we have realized the worthlessness of the

same in terms of time, effort and energy.
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Aashirvachan

That wasn’t a farewell, nor was it any formality. It was a celebration of the entire journey of

the 10th grade students from their childhood till teenage. It was a moment of pride and

love. It was also a ceremony where the elders gave blessings to the youngsters and the

youngsters gave commitments to the elders. Dr. Bhimraya Metri, IIM Nagpur Director, was

the Chief Guest for the function. His humility, simplicity and wisdom touched everyone who

attended the ceremony. His words of wisdom were a big gift to the students passing out

from the school.

The students who were passing out expressed their gratitude in the form of poems and

speeches. Their parents too got emotional and expressed how proud they were feeling for

the children for being a part of such a school which is like another home to the kids where

virtues are given more importance than the marks. Everyone including the guests from

Nagpur paid tribute to the motherland by placing diyas on the map of India drawn on the

ground. It was a program which will have a mark in the hearts of everyone for the entire

life.

This is the beauty AGVS is experiencing. Learning is happening but in a subtle yet impactful

way. The process is more important than the destination. The student and the facilitator

both are important and both are co-learning. AGVS is not worried about perfection, it is

rather focusing on learning from the imperfections and witnessing the beauty of them.

AGVS is evolving; every year, every month, every day and every hour.

All of this is possible only because of an amazing group of supporters.

Our Supporters

We have been honored to have received support from the CSR partners mentioned below.

AGVS thanks all of them for their wonderful partnership with the school. The CSR Partners

are:

1. Persistent Foundation 2. PIX Transmissions Ltd.
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3. Excel Controlinkage Pvt. Ltd.

4. Birewar Foundation

5. D.P.Jain Educational Trust

6. Essar Power Hazira Ltd.

7. Walvoil Group

8. MOIL Ltd.

We also thank Shri Batukbhai Bagadia, Shri Parag Pande, Shri Girish Jain, Shri Anil Agrawal, Mrs.

Deshmukh, Dr. Sahasrabhojani, Shri Badiyani and Shri Vishal Jain for the support for our

residential arm. Warm gratitude to Geomitra Solutions for being with us throughout.

Also, Dr.Prabodh (our mentor) and his team at Institute of Pscychomanagement Studies have

given us great insight on the emotional framework of the children so that teachers look at the

learning process in a more holistic way.

Apart from the CSR Partners, we had support from various reputed organisations mentioned

below:

● Sewa International

● Rotary Club of Nagpur Vision

● Rotary Club of Nagpur Central

● Hedgewar Smarak Samiti

● Innerwheel Club Nagpur

● Lodge Matheran No.135

● Orange City Royal Ark Mariners

Lodge No. 122, Nagpur

● Orange City Lodge of Mark Master

Masons

● St Andrews Lodge No. 6

● Lodge Sunder Raza No. 133 Charity

Fund

● Late M D Yergude Memorial

Shikshan Prasarak Mandal,

Chandrapur

● Padmaja Traders

We are grateful to these organizations for their support.

Our heart fills with gratitude towards individuals who have, at different capacities, helped us with

love, affection, cash and kind. We honor their support from the bottom of our heart. The work

that we do is possible because of support from the CSR Partners, the organizations and the

individuals and that’s the reason we are happy for this extended family of Abhyudaya Global

Village School.

The members of the AGVS family which is growing bigger are:
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Aarti Deshmukh Priti Shingi

Abhilash Nair Priya V K Singh

Abhishek Singh Priyal Nagori

Abolee C Fadnavis Priyanka Singhania

Abolee C Fadnavis Pushpa Purohit

Akant Suresh Narayanrao Raghunath Devidas Koranne

Akash Piyush Tekwani Rajani Arvind Dabir

Almitra Pradhan Rajendra Kishorchandra Shah

Amit Pachisia Rajendra Shrikrishna Deshmukh

Anand Arvind Lapalkar Rajesh Singhvi

Aniket Aniruddh Ansingkar Ranjana Mulmule

Anil Kantilal Somaiya Rasika Sudhir Budhay

Annapoorni Shastri Renuka

Anupama Arun Gijre Renuka Atul Mahajan

Anurag Sadana Renuka Atul Mahajan

Archana Choudhary Renuka Sangram Sirpurkar

Archana U. Panwalkar Rohit Kulkarni

Arun Rampal Agrawal Rohit Mukund Nanoty

Arvind Pramod Sovani Samaresh Acharya

Ashlesha Kishor Anandikar Sandhya Prabhakar Bhalerao

Bhupendra Rajesh Zilpe Shailesh Madhukar Nisal

Chandrashekhar Mujumdar Shailesh Sudhir Sahasrabhojanee

Charuta Piplapure Shembekar Shobha
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Chayan Bimal Sarkar Shilpa Maheshwari

Dhananjay Balvant Bapat Shilpa Sachin Bhagat

Dhananjay S Bokare Shishir S Bhand

Govindlal P Shahu Shraddha Tripathi

Jairaj Narayan Markand Shraddha Vijay Deshmukh

Jaishree Purohit Shrikant Dattatraya Andhare

Jayashree Adve Shubham Thakare

Jayashri Atul Mahajan Shweta

Jyoti Anandkrishnan Nair Siddharth Nagori

Kalyani Prabodhachachandra Deshmukh Smriti Suman

Kamalakar Damodhar Deshpande Sunil Balaji Sapre

Kaustubh Vishwanath Joshi Suniti Neelkant Deo

Kautuk Atul Trivedi Supriya Anant Iyer

Kiran Ramrao Belsare Sushma Jayant Patwardhan

Lata Shrivastava Sushrut Parag Pande

Lata Shyam Pandharipande Valmik Mirani

M D Varadpande Vasanti Sharad Khadakkar

Madhav Narayan Joshi Veena Krishnarao Kathaley

Madhav Vishnu Khanzode Vidya Hemant Kathikar

Manish P Tibdiwal Vijay Kumar Banthia

Manish Vasant Sathe Viraj Joshi

Medha Rahul Dixit Vivek Dattatrayrao Gundawar

Meghna Tare Vivek Moreshwar Deshpande

Mohit Sushil Kelkar Wate Satish Madhawrao
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Mridul Yamini Krishnan Agarwal

Mrunalini Kalikar

Mugdha Shah

Mukta

Nandini Ramchandra Pimplapure

Nandini Ramesh Pendharkar

Neelambari D. Joshi

Neelanja Anant Shrotre

Padmashri Deshpande

Parag Vasant Karanjkar

Piyali Kanabar

Pradeep Kumar Verma

Prajwal Wadekar

Pranati Jayant Yeolekar

Pranay Ajit Fulambarkar

Prasad Kondaramvalappil

Pravina Aniruddha Deshpande

We wish all our well-wishers an excellent year ahead not just full of success but also full of

happiness and well-being. We request you all to just be with us in our journey and we would be

more than happy to receive you in our green campus for a treat of organic food mixed with love

and peace.
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